
Pottersville
Presented by:  Dr. Tim McClendon



PERSON





Augusta Chronicle 1809

































Over noble Dr. Landrum’s head
May guardian angels visit his bed

Dave Inscribed on April 14, 
1859

Abner Landrum died April, 3, 1859



Place, Technology & 
Transportation



“Edgefield has had more 
dashing, brilliant, romantic 
figures, statesmen, orators, 
soldiers, adventurers and 
daredevils than any other 
county in the country.”

- William Watts Ball





















The Aiken Railway has roots going all the way back to 1827 when 

the South Carolina General Assembly chartered the South Carolina Canal 

and Railroad Company, one of the first railroads in the United States and 

the longest railroad in the world - 136 miles - at its inception. Aiken itself 

was founded as a stopover on the SCC&RR, which was completed in 

1833. The second line to North Aiken, South Carolina was built in 1879 

as a portion of the Edgefield, Trenton, & Aiken Railroad. While most 

famous today as the winter home of late 19th century equestrians, Aiken 

wasn't originally built to be a Winter Colony for the rich. It was actually 

a railroad town in 1835, built as the conclusion of the South Carolina 

Canal and Railroad Companies' line from Charleston to the Savannah 

River. 







POLITICS









https://www.exploreedgefield.com/our-infamous-history.html

Edgefield’s Ten Governors

https://www.exploreedgefield.com/our-infamous-history.html


Edgefield County Map 1871









Lt. James Butler Bonham was a hero of the Mexican 
War, who bravely sacrificed his life in the defense of 
the Alamo from the Mexican Army. Bonham was born 
near the present-day town of Saluda, South Carolina, 
and attended South Carolina College. He studied law 
and practiced in Pendleton, S.C. Bonham moved to 
Alabama and then to Texas where he was 
commissioned a second lieutenant in the Texas cavalry. 
He left the Alamo twice during the seige by the 
Mexican Army in a futile attempt to secure 
reinforcements. Knowing the situation was hopeless, 
he returned through enemy fire to join the defenders 
of the Alamo. He died on March 6, 1836, defending 
the fort.















POTTERY





There is a village of sixteen or seventeen houses, and as 

many families, within a mile and a half of Edgefield 

courthouse, called the Pottery, or Pottersville, but which 

should be called Landrumville, from its ingenious and 

scientific founder, Dr. Abner Landrum. This village is 

altogether supported by the manufacture of stoneware, 

carried on by this gentleman; and which, by his own 

discoveries is made much stronger, better, and cheaper 

than any European or American ware of the same kind. 

This manufacture of stoneware may be increased to 

almost any extent; in case of war, &c. its usefulness can 

hardly be estimated 

















Traditionally, the Edgefield District potteries can be 

categorized into four broad geographic areas as 

shown in Figure 3: Edgefield Court House, Shaws 

Creek, Horse Creek Valley, and Kirksey’s Crossroads. 

The map in Fig. 3 also marks the locations of each 

manufactory site. Just north of Edgefield Court 

House was Pottersville. At Shaws Creek: Amos 

Landrum’s pottery; Phoenix Stoneware Factory; 

Colin Rhodes’s pottery; and John W. Seigler’s 

pottery. In the Horse Creek Valley: Rev. John 

Landrum’s pottery; B. F. Landrum’s pottery; Lewis J. 

Miles’ potteries (Stony Bluff and Miles Mill); Joseph 

G. Baynham’s pottery; and William F. Hahn’s 

pottery. In the southern part of the district, near 

Bath: The Southern Porcelain Company and Thomas 

Davies’s Fire and Brickworks. Near or adjacent to 

Kirksey’s Crossroads: the Isaac Durham Pottery; 

Trapp-Chandler pottery; Thomas M. Chandler’s 

pottery; and Jesse P. Bodie’s pottery. 









The Dragons of Old Edgefield

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/45585b7305b042ba8b17
bb98ce23e2be?

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/45585b7305b042ba8b17bb98ce23e2be?
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/45585b7305b042ba8b17bb98ce23e2be?


Firing Cycle



Edgefield’s Abundant Glaze Ingredients





Southern Pottery Alkaline Glazes Explained



Early Edgefield Alkaline Glaze video



A Southern Tradition Alkaline Glazing Process





























Wood Firing Dynamics

















































SLAVERY





[Diary entry: 21 May 1791]

The house at which George Washington dined was the 
Piney Woods House, a log tavern near present-day 
Trenton, S.C. The house belonged to Capt. Van 
Swearingen of Edgefield County, a veteran of the 
Revolution. Swearingen’s daughter Frances 
Swearingen apparently inherited the tavern about this 
time and ran it with her husband Ezekiel McClendon 
(NAMES IN S.C., 11 [1964], 44). ODEN: The census of 
1790 lists four families of Odens, three of Odums, and 
one of Odem in Edgefield County (HEADS OF 
FAMILIES, S.C., 62–63, 65–66). The house is said to 
have been near present-day Ridge Spring (SALLEY 
[2], 25).

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/01-06-02-0002-0004-0021
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/01-06-02-0002-0004-0021
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/01-06-02-0002-0004-0021
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/01-06-02-0002-0004-0021








Slave Incentives



I made this jar  =  for cash

Though its called = lucre Trash

Made by Dave

August 22, 1857  for Lewis Miles at Stony Bluff
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, MA

19 inches tall





Dave’s Poems
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